Name: ___________________________________

Thematic Maps Assessment
You are a cartographer for an alien society and have been asked to explore and send back information to your superiors.  You decide to send a collection of TWO maps of the area you have studied.  Using the following basic map outlines, you are to:

1. First, on map #1 create a physical map and fill in THREE large cities (including the capital) and demonstrate to your superiors that you know the four components of a map!

2. Next, on the population map (map #2) include three areas of different densities of population considering the physical features of the area.  
3. Finally, write a letter describing the features that have influenced where most of these earthling have chosen to live.  Justify why you put your cities where you did according to physical features and the population densities. 
Audience:  Alien Society that speaks English (through a special transmitter).
Purpose:  Send back information to superiors.
Rubric
Map One: Physical Map (13 points)

· Title (1)

· Compass Rose (1)

· Scale (1)

· Located and labeled the names of cities on the map  (3) 

· Legend, (1) which includes the following: Capital city  (1), cities (1), physical features(4)

Map Two: Population Thematic Map (10 points)
· Title (1)

· Compass Rose (1)

· Scale (1)

· Labeled the three cities in the same location as the physical map (1)

· Legend, used appropriate label for population density (1)

· Showed three different colors with appropriate numbering (3)

· Cities are densely populated (1)

· Mountains, deserts, and farmland are vastly populated (1)

Essay Question: (7 points)

· Letter has a beginning (introduction), body (includes evidence and findings), and a conclusion (1)

· All three cities mentioned, plus justification of where they are located according to physical features (6)

Total Score: _______/30

