September 2015
Dear Parents,

I have really enjoyed getting to know your child and working with them. They have been adjusting to the life of middle school, the routines in my class, and working hard to accomplish their school work. I have been very impressed by their positive attitudes and their eagerness to learn. We spent last week focusing on reading, in which we discussed choosing a “just- right” book, making inferences while reading and setting up the requirements for reading in the sixth grade. The purpose of this letter is to share my reading requirements with you so you will know what is expected from your child, and how you can support them at home. 

One of the goals at EMS is a school-wide reading program, which includes required nightly reading. Research has shown over and over that daily reading increases the confidence and proficiency of students. As a result, part of a student’s daily homework here at EMS is reading. In the 6th grade each child is asked to read 20 minutes a night, and by Friday, to have 100 minutes total of at home reading completed. Because of their interest, many parents asked to be included in this process so that they could keep track of their child’s progress. As a result, your child will be asked to bring home his/her graded reading log on Monday to be signed by you and returned to me on Tuesday. If there are problems or inaccuracies, etc. you will be able to discuss this graded sheet with your child or with me. Please make sure your child’s log is an accurate reflection of their reading at home. 

Today your child is bringing home their reading log from last week so you can review their reading and grade with them. Please sign the log and return it Tuesday. Below are listed bullets of information which hopefully will answer many questions.

· Each child is to read nightly from a chapter book. It will be necessary for your child to only read from the book that he/she has chosen in order to accomplish their monthly reading goals. They should keep a bookmark in their books to help them track their minutes and pages.
· Each day your child will enter the room, pull out his/her reading log from their folder, and record nightly reading. Students may need to record their minutes and pages on a book mark in their book to keep an accurate log.
· The graded reading log will come home every Monday to be signed by a parent. At school a new reading log will be given to each student on Mondays and they will record any weekend reading they did. 
· Grading is as follows: A=100 minutes of at-home reading, 

B=80 minutes, C=60 minutes. Anything less than 60 minutes of outside reading a week doesn’t meet standard will need to be made up after school. 

· If a student is too busy to read at night or in the morning, he/she may make it up by doubling their reading the next night.
· Every week the signed log is collected, recorded as received and graded. Every three weeks the grades will be averaged and recorded in the grade book. 

· When there are holidays (such as Labor Day) then the requirement will be adjusted accordingly. 

· The minimum monthly reading goal is two “just-right” books in one month. Students will be held accountable for finishing novels through quizzes and reports.

· I am available before and after school to offer help.

At this point your child has a book that they have chosen to read for their first book. If they have chosen a book on their level, they should be able to read about a page a minute (longer books with small print will take longer.) Your child’s first book is __________________________________________________.
Thanks, 

Mr. Karl Karkainen
Phone: 360-802-7215
Email: karl_karkainen@enumclaw.wednet.edu
