Name: __________________________________

Thesis Statement for Holes Essay

Goal: I can write a thesis statement that states the topic of my essay.
· Restate the “topic” in TAPF
· Identify your two or three main ideas
· Include “ingredients” of internal and external characterization

Use the following sentence frame to fill in your ideas to create your thesis statement.


Stanley changes throughout the novel Holes both ____________________ in

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 


and ______________________ in  _________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________.

Key Words: Internally, thoughts, feelings, desires, externally, what he says/does, what others say, what he looks like

Now, re-write the thesis statement:


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentences for Holes Essay

Goal: I can write topic sentences.
· Supports the thesis statement
· Identifies what the paragraph is going to be about
· Includes a transition word

Write down five transition words that you know:



Topic Sentence for the first body paragraph – INTERNAL CHANGE

(Transition Word) _____________________________ Stanley changes 

_______________________ because (circle the one or two that apply - his thoughts change/his 

feelings change/his desires change).

Rewrite topic sentence for first body paragraph: _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence for the second body paragraph – EXTERNAL CHANGE

______________________________________ _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

CHALLENGE: Topic sentence for third body paragraph – (INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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